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Statement on John James Failure to Agree to OCRP Debate

BLOOMFIELD HILLS, MI — April 8, 2026 — Congressman John
James has refused to give a straight answer to an invitation to
participate in an upcoming gubernatorial debate later this month,
despite the event being scheduled specifically to accommodate
conditions set by his campaign.

The debate was intentionally planned after the candidate filing
deadline — a requirement that James' campaign made a condition
of any participation. As the largest county party in the state and
home to a portion of his congressional district, the Oakland County
Republican Party had arranged for the debate to be carried live and
broadcast on more than 30 radio stations across Michigan, providing
significant statewide exposure to help Republican voters make
informed decisions ahead of the August primary.

"It's unfortunate that Congressman James won't agree to
participate," said Chairman Vance Patrick. "Our volunteers put
significant time, sweat, and money towards electing John in the past
— only to have him turn up his nose at them. I'm very disappointed
in this turn of events."

The debate will proceed as scheduled with participating candidates.
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